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AWAKEN THE LEARNER WITHIN

There is no end to education. It is not that yotead a book, pass
an examination, and finish with edwcation. The wlole of life, from
the moment you are born to the moment youlie, is a process of
learning. - J. Krishnamurti
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Harshu Gandhi

Location: Gurgaon Mobile: 9560044299 larshil_gandhi03@yahoo.com

Objective: To work as a Teacher with an innovative school which believes in experience based
learning andhllows me to put my competencies to the best use.

Educational Qualification:

9 CurrentlyPursuing Teachers trainingpursel AM A TEACHER®The Heritage School, Gurgaon
A MBA in Human Resour¢é\peejay School of Marketing, New Delhi ( 2003)
f Bachelorinscience { i ® / 2fdzvol Qa [/ 2ftfS3ST £Ay26l . KI

Highlights:

V Completed 8 year in Vocal Classical from Prayag Sangeet Samiti also Conducted Musical
Classes for children.

V  Know Multiple Languageg&nglish, Hindi, Punjabi
V Completed a ceification course in People Management and Development ( PMD) from

Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) from UK
V Completed Advance Diploma in HR Management fi&jax Management Consultants Pvt.
Ltd, Bangalore

WORK EXPERIENCE

JP Morgan( Magna Infotech Pvt Ltd), Bangalore Dec 20amh (2012)

HR Employee Relationgprovided HR and Employee support, to the client JP Morgan in locations
Mumbai, Hyderabad and Bangalore to their 250+ employees.

Polaris Sofivare Lab Ltd. Canary Wharf, London Juneg(ROOAR007)

HR Consultanta I Yy 3Ay 3 SYLX 28SSQa aSdaftSySyd Ay ! yY:z
backgrounds and diverse nationalities.

High Commission of India, Ldon Nov (200&007)

Visa AssistantManaging public relationrsassisting, participating in organising cultural programs on
the occasions of Holi, Diwali , Independence Day, ISadimelan, for the

In-house staff and guests of High commission of India.

Handling Visa queries of applicants from different nationalities and consulting senior
officers/diplomats on critical visa cases.
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Organisation Citizens Advice Bureau, Romford, Lard Jan (2008ug (2005)

Coordinator ¢ Worked as a Volunteer in a British NGO which provides free advice on legal and
financial matters to the people of local community.

Collaborated with people from diverse cultures and ethnicug

Navneet Edutainment Itd, Delhi. NovM20€13Y2004)HR
Trainee Assisted in the interviews and induction of the marketing personnel in the marketing
division




Section A

A Learner

My hunger for continuously learning and growing has been my only strength
People stop growing, when they thittkey know it all

Joining IAATwas a calling for me from wrerse. | wasiappybut not contended witithe way | was

leading my life Workingin corporate was fine but | could not believe that this wasitsed to share

it with my close friendsandfardil G Kl G L NBIFffé& R2yQli aSS vyeasStt¥
corporate. | was working but not contributing to the society by large.

4 AmaTS | O Kvasidt an easydecisionfor meeither; it wasentering in an unknown territoryMy
journey in IAAT started with the Mindful Personal Leadership course ath@sillsof Junga at
HimachalThe very focus ovhichwas knowingneself.

Away fom family and the daily chores it wapportunity for me to see myself in new light.
Opporturity to knowwho | am andny aspirations even better.

I have cherished everything in my life, from dreaming small to slowly big and the process of
achieving it tool always have looked forward to enrich my learning and have kept refining my skills.

But thejourney so far with IAAT has been completely different or | should say it is exhilarating, there
is a new thrill waiting at every corner ibf and even though | get tired of runnimgpmetimesbut the
curiosityR 2 S i & 4ll.

Reflectionsbring al@ ¥ Of  NAG& Ay 2ySQ&8 YAYR 6KAOK Aa SE
but for every individual, reflecting in a group or solo, is important as it helps you to travel back in
time and think or share with others, and to make even stronger resolutions
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Life is about shaking hands with the unknown, undiscovered

The coursdias made meealiseof my dreams, and taught me how thhasethem. Mindful personal

f SFRSNEKAL) gl a Ffaz2 |062dzi 2 JSThOpuneyadtaughyBeQd | LILINE

how to create peace around me and live in harmony with everything and with everything | mean it.

t I NIIK2 . KFA@lIQa aSaaizy 2y YAYRTdAZ ySaa o6l a |y|Se
in everything, ot leastl am trying to brig that in every aspect of my life.

¢KS O2dzNAS KIFa GFdzAKG YS K2g S@OSYy | RA&SI|dzZA £ A o N
leads to finding out ways to bring that equilibrium back and each pebble that sinks in the pond of

mind and creates tunllence isboundto bring back the perfect calmness.

| have started loving my conflicts even more, because | know they will bring back the harmony

Suddenly life has become like a rol®asterride, it just refuses to stop

Learner needs to be ready to lmaanytime , anywhere from anyon&here is a rich pool of talent in

L1t ¢ O2YYdzyAide 6AGK oNRGSNAZ GKAY]ISNBRI LRSGaxz|Sy

that we have learnt from each other and will continue to do so, as each one of usltasgre fire
in our bellies. The community thatvill cherish and will be proud of till | live.

| havebeen extremely blessed toave met sanany people from different walks of lituring this
courseworkPeople who are not onlgxperts in theifield like Vimala ji, Shaji, Kamala didi, usha ji,
Vanita Kaul, Poonam Batra, Ariana, befimd the spiritual gurus, but are also the true knowledge
seekers.

FR2REERER

=P
YTy




® G¢KS 228 2FKDENBIAINyEE2 LI

¢ KS ¢ MarkstmNEaa just not aboutow to write a gory but how to create a story boadkoo
with cardboards and glue stickié was a liberating expamce for all of us as we all had maodler
own storybooks and were the writers of oustoriestoo

The art of story telling lies in the narratation it, it can make the characteediveand you can touch
them in yourimagination. Narrateor write a story but also how to make a real one with materials
like, cardboard, handmade paper or any fabric, and sew it to bind it together just the way asstory
done, its put together with settings, back drop, character, and all the above a personal touch by the
narrator.




Village expeditionour 3 day visit to village Kadarpur was an-eygener.

¢tKS O2yRAGAZ2Y 27F Ohddd mednhdiihard gf Rie sbciecoyidinicy ¢ | RA Q
divide in our countryThe caste and community divide so clear and still prevailing in our
O2dzy iNE gAGK Of SI NJ Odzi RSYI NOI ltwasypdnfuetd | | NJ
know that girls drop out ealyi from schools after certain time as they do not have high

schooldn their vicinityto continue with their education .

Electricity, hygiene, water, local public transport, schools and collegesmehegimportant
agendas for thisndianvillage till cate

D
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My Educational Philosophy

| grew up with this perception thdtnowledge only resided in books ande needs to hee great
respect for their booksand dedicate long hounseading themto gain knowledgend wisdom. Many
of usFail to understand that the learing and knowledge is an integral part of our liaes not just
confined to books or school&venthough educatioris more of aformal, well organised process of
gahing knowledge through teaching, but it is a snap shaheflarger picture called learning whieh
lifelong ongoing process.is

My philosophy about education started forming when | wa<ollege,| started noticing, and the
gaps our education system had. T¢lassroomhad noconnectedwith the outside world Whatever

was taught in the classroom or to say mugged up stayed in the classroom and was /just transferred

to the exam sheets.

The didadt approach ouclassrooms hadiever made us fearlessnough toquestion. There was
always a cutoff between the Theoryand the practical .The autonomy to think different, do
differently wascompletelymissing.

The text books are however full of ideologies atoriesof heroes,but they do not tell us how can
this idealism be translated in a situation in real life.

For eg.Books teaclthe children to be fearless ant be honest but when a child comes to the
GSIFOKSNJ FyR aléa KS (KAyla KSQa y2i Syza2eiay3
do you think a conventionakacherwill like that kind of honesty from their students, or for that
matter schools give that kind of a freedom to the teacher

Honesty and fearlessness should be appreciated in every step, wagrgo that the child sees it in
his day to dayife, in his enronments and situationaearbyand growswith it.

A teachers rd is to help a childiscovertheir strengths and make them learn and practice new skills
and allow them to experiment them in their ways. A raka teacher isto give cloices to the
children, make themawareof the consequencef eachchoiceand let them decidelet them be te
decision makers. Let them espence the power of their decision.
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Two things that shape the way | think about education

1. It should befree from bias of rich andoor; capable and incapablegenius, average or
unintelligent, it should see each childthe same purview

2. Learning andeachingshould not be just restrictive to thelassroomsit should be widened in all
the directions.

| draw inspiration from a cqule of philosophies that | have come to know so far,

GandhiQa LIKA f 2 Bakdedflod seeinlg Litkracy as one of the meansedficatingman and
woman, his theory of promoting handicrafts and craftsmanship in schools. | strongly feel that for the
country so diverse and culturally so rich likelia, making craftsmanship an integrated part of the
curriculum can revolutionisedia

Hebelievedthat education is not about putting imformation, but drawing out the hidden potential
for good in each human being.

Wod Y NR & Ky | Y dzN&f sd&cation cedftefsh igqai®y adk Self awareness.
As per him the highestim ofeducation should b& be ableunderstandoneself.

Education as peKrishnamurthyis not merely acquiringgnowledge gatheringdacts, but to see life
as a whole. The basic aim of the education should be creating free and integrated human beings who
flower in love and goodrss and not in shaping a child according to satealisticpattern.

| feel thatschools should allow students to develop thaiterest, and discover themselvesisA
schoolsshould have limited number of students and rigfttucators tooperate well and tdbe able
to give individual attention to each studeand education should allow a student tenderstandhis
true interest and develop his capacities.

TagoreQ t KAf 2a2LIKe
Highest education is not about gaining information but about living in harnaoyiove

Childhood is theperiod of freedom and discovering through experiences ( for eg: reading merely
about tree and its branches and various other parts is not the way to gain knowiedgenly
superficial, but to go and sit o it and experienceetheauty of it and eats its fruits ie know it from

its core )

a2iKSNRa LIKAf2az2LKe

For education to be complete it must have five principal aspects
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Physical education where the need to keep the body clean and healthy is very intrinsic to
education andit is important for schools to have a good focus on Physical health and education of
its students.

Vital education having simple, pure and harmonious life and focussing on the emotional well being
of a child, where he she is taught to love beautiful, lecdnd healthythingswhether in nature or in
humancreation

Mental educationto develop the power of concentratiorgttention, handling complexities and
richness, tdbe ableto reject undesirabléhoughts andprepare a man for higher life.

The psychi@and the spiritualeducation helpa child become welliefined and self conscious entity.

Theseaspects mustontinue, completing one another until the end of life.

I dzNB 6 A Y R 2 Q gevolvd& AréuBdz3 Drinii{pdes of teaching.

It says thatd y 2 (i &h lye Faught, a teacher is just a helper and a guide, d@es not impart
knowledge he shows his students how to acquirel ipersonally relate to thisaspectof the
philosophy dot, where | think a teacher needs to bring out the best in ¢hi#d, whichistrue to its
nature, for this the teacher needs be aware of not overpower the child with their personalities or
way of thinking rather facilitate the child in developing a personality and a thought process of its
own.

A childcannot be forced to abandorits own Dharma,everyonein them have somethinglivine,
something of their ownTheaim of education should be to help tlggowing soul to draw out that in
itself which is best and make it perfect for a noble use.

To work from near to far, to help ehild grow naturallyin its surrounding, if something is to be
brought in fromoutside, it should only beoffered not forced on the mind, as a free and natural
growth is the condition of genuine developmeor eg:if a childfrom a village school who speaks
regional language is put into a regular city school, it will be difficult for him to suiwian
environment which is alien to him




Perspective of Philosophy
Assignment
Role of ‘helpandgh R y OSQ Ay SRdzOF GA2Y

This in connection with dzNEP 0 AtgtdR2rd @othing can baaughtQ Kattelnded a workshop of
toy making last Saturday and the trainer showed us some of the simplest yet popular toys of all
times.

He gave us a basic structure as to what needs to be done and left us with our imaginations and
creativity and asked us to come up with some individual ids@smembers of the class were
extremely confused as to what to do.

After some time with the encouragement of the teacher we all started and then eachverelost

inA ( Q awn K&INplannin, sketching, shaping and imagining the look of their toy. In between we
were given the help when and wherever we asked for. At the end of the session almost each one of
us came up with beautiful designs of toys and some ideas were extremely innovativedrdat

breath of freshness it.

If the trainer would have had asked us to copy his design and not given us the direction we would
not have been able to come out with such good results, and the joy of learning a new skill would
have never existed.

He gave us the material, the guidance necessary; he kept checking the technique from time to time
too.

[ATS R2S&a y2i (SIFOK dza Ay LKI &aSax GKS fSIFNYyAY
life. it keeps throwing the tests from time to timeogthat we constantly improve on our skills and
adjust to relearn and unlearn too sometimes.

Any teacher should guide their pupil but not force them to do a thivigis the worst damage that a
teacher or a parent can do to the child.

If anything has to bebrought in from outside, it must be offered, not forced on thaind (
Aurobindo)

The teacher should not take away the joy of experimenting or questiofiiogy their students

It is only possible if the teacher himself or herself believes that he knowsngoand is curious
about learningA free and natural growth is essential to any Jiteteacher in particular can give this
amount of freedom to its students because they are in the right environment ,the right resources
are with them and where the whe motive is to build up all the five aspects of a human being
Physical, Mental, vital, psychic, spiritual
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V The teacher needs to see that the right kind of environment has been provided to
the learner or not

V Is the learner ready to learn or not (interesftthe child)

V Whether the tools provided to the learner are age appropriate or not

V Attention span, so that the planning can be done keeping in mind the attention span
of the learner

V providing help , guidace and encouragements wherewessential

V Theteadher needs to scaffolthe child by allowing heto learn naturally, providing
help wherever necessary.
Vv
If the objective of the teacher is to make her student write she certainly cannot accontipdishy
forcingher. Al SI OKSNRa a 2062S00GA0BS OFry 2yfteé 06S Hhaz FACE
matter how many mistakeshe makes in the process.




Assignment

a. What school practices do you think may inculcate conformity comply with rulegear and
Competitivenessin students and what possible negative effects may these have? How may this
be minimized?

| see a lot of schools follow the practicete$ts andassessments on a weekly basis, the children
Areunderthe constant pressure tperform in these tests, at home they are not allowed to

Playor let loose, as thesscores addip to their final semester scores

I know some of my friends children, who are constantly under the pressure of performing in the
weeklyunit testsand the pressure isot just on the kids but on the parents too, atiuis they push

their kids to perform even more.

My questionis, are these childretearningand if they dat for sure not joyful fothem?

| feel thatthe children,who are in constant fear, can never learn better. They just study to perform
the set task and bring in their grades for the parents to be happy.

Some boarding schools have strict timings of sleep and entertainment, and studies.

They push children to ddiings as per the schedule, and do not give them any breathing space. It

Impairsthe creative self ofthe child and can only make thermbotic but nothing else.

Summer hill is for me the dreamschool;| associated dot with the philosophy of A.S Neill. &h
a4 O K 2philbsghyindicates thatthe responsibility towards their learning, and their other related
activities, needs to be vested/ developed within the children themselves.

A child needs to be happy to be able to learn somethi(itagore




b.7EAO AT Ui O OAA AO QOOEA OECEO EET A T &£# AAOAAOEIT

Your students' emotional makeup, values and learning journeys?

As a teacher in making, | closely relate to the following philosophies:

f ¢ 32NBQa LiKHafazhil®shdkild notibk @nhappy in their school, in their life, or in
any institution,

1 J Krishnamurthy speaks a lota€hild being an integrated individual, having a deep
Psychologicakevolt of intelligence (that comes from seknowledge)asper this approach,
Integratedmen andwomen,who are free from fear, are the onhuman beingsvho are in
enduring peace

9 A teacher needs to instill, and help demglvalues in them, for examplé&ids fighting in the
class, bullying or teasing each other, cannot be left as it is, or dealt with afRgernight
action neals to be takerby talking to them, what made them do this, getting into the crux
of their anger orbehavior, finding the causeral then catering to that need ith love and

affection , helping them think or realize on their owhat is right and wrong.

A teacher constantly needs to deal withcbuthings wisely, with great a&igtion. Kids with low self
worth, cannot be left to impree with time, a teacher will have to give a lot of attention, love and

encouragement. The emotions need to be taken care of.

I To master a particular skill, we need to repeat it in our mind and action, involving all the
senses. Then only we slowly mastee tharticular skill and can make necessary linkages with
it. Gandhiji's Nai Talimemphasizednore on the importance of work and craftsmanship
agree mostly with it. For a learning journey b complete | feel the childneeds to
understand theémportance of doing things with their own hands, the usefulness of the craft

, its history and geography with this the earning becomes holistic

Managing@O KA f RQ& af $IHNIRA VI S OKSNRA NBalLlR2yairoAfAade
Betweenwhat they know, what they want to know, and how they can find more.

To illustratethis point : while discussing on the Wates an important resource in my practice
classroom, children came out with lot of information they had on water sources, whe@ries

from, its utilities, the teacher kept brainstorming and writing on the board, discussing pessible
guestion theyhad, what they think, how can they help save water. Can they survive without water?

Teacher gave some inquiry questions to thddren to delve deep and findut more.
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1 A.SNeill emphasizes on freedom, a child learns better when free, he or she may exercise the

freedom with great responsibility

| will share another insince here from mpbservationsn practiceclass

Kids insistecon playing in the jungle gym, after an arts clab® teacher negotiated with them
saying thatdue to time crunch they just have 15 minutes and after which they will need to I&ave.
they agree to this only then she could allow them to play. The kide wecited and immediately
were all over Jungle Gym. | noticed thetactly after playing in the gym for 130 minutes they
started lining up and within no time the quewas walking up towards the classroom.

| was quite surprised with their sense ofderstanding and responsibility they showed.

#the right education in my terms should have freedom to be, to be integrated within and with the

g2NI R y2i fSIFIRAYy3 tAFS Ay | O2yFftAO00GX 2NJ FSI 1
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Rational Autonomy

RespectindRationalAutonomy of my students?

If we think, in contrast, of our traditional classroomthe G S I O & $ BRI&ee the epitome of
Rationality.In this processthe teacherwas an active participant and the learner was more of a
passivereceptor of knowledge.If Autonomy is about students being more active in their own
learning processby understandingthe skills that they need to acquire more knowledge of the
learningprocesssothat they canlearn effectivelyinsidethe classroomand outside,then developing
RationalAutonomyin studentswill entail them to look criticallyat anythingbeingpresentedto them
in the name of education.To questionthe validity of anythingthat R 2 S &hgv@réasonto backit
andto learnonly through questioningandlookingdeeply

ClassroonEnvironment

Thefirst crucialstep is to create a safe classroomenvironmentwhere independentthoughts and
ideascan be sharedfreely. Eachidea is appreciatedand welcomed.Insteadof adoptinga didactic
approach studentteacherinteractionbecomescentralto learning.Theteacherinsteadof beingthe
G S LIA of X % R BeXoinesa learnerherself,in searchof knowledgesheis an equal partner to
the student. Here the role of the teacheris more of a mentor, a guide who probesthe studentto
look more deeplyinto what is being presentedto him as evidenceof truth; to decidefor herselfif
the proventruth of yesteryeargprovesequallytrue on the touchstoneof changingimes.

Discardingthe conceptof a singleright answer

Theclassroomcanbe a learningcommunitywhere the teacherelicits responsedrom the students.
Theteacheracknowledge®very perspectiveand doesnot try to color the opinionsof the students
with his/her own perspective Theclassroombecomesa placewhere no answeris wrong and every
studentis encouragedo put forward hispoint of view. It istrue that for somesubjectsthe answeris
absolute;howeverthe path reachingto this answeris neverabsolute.Soinsteadof just teachinga
conceptas a fact a teacher can model his lessonin sucha way that the student arrivesat those
concepton their own and in the processof arrivingat the concepthe/she createshis/her own
knowledge.

Encouragingstudentsto give reasons/justifications

It is imperativethat the teacherprobesthe studentsto give justification/ reasoningwhen they put
forward their point of view. Thoughall respongs/opinionsare welcome, soundreasoningshould
support them. Unlessstudents are exposedto alternate perspectives rational autonomy cannot
develop.

Leadingstudentsto the sourcesof information

Forknowledgebuilding,studentsare led to the sourcesof relevantinformation. It is up to individual
studentsto read, filter and processinformation accordingto their understanding Knowledgeis not
imposedon the students;they havethe autonomyto find information meaningfutto them.
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Freedomof expression

In order to cater to differentiated learning levels, students have the freedom to expresstheir
understandingin any way they are comfortable with no barrier of languageand/or form of
expressior(writing/drawing/speaking)

Assessmentsnd Evaluation

The assessmentsare not basedon recall and retell but instead focus on understandingof the
conceptsand how well and crediblya studentis ableto presentit. Theassessmentshouldfocuson
measuringhow keenthe studentisto look for evidercesto supportanyfactthat is presentedto him
andhowwell is he ableto providereasongo supporthistheories.

Reflecting

Reflectingis also one of the strategies used by autonomous learners. Reflecting should be
consideredan important part of the learningprocess.Ilt encouragesstudentto reasonfor herself
about varied acquaintedinformation. It also helps child filter acceptedconceptsfrom the ones
whichneedmoreresearchand probing.

Rational Autonomy in different subject Domains (Language, Sciences,Math, History, Arts,
Literature, Values)?

While teachershouldtake into accountdifferent perspectivesof students,it isthe i S I O Huf/ MK &
ascertainthat soundreasonings supportedby factualevidence, or justifiedtrue beliefsor is backed

by perspective/theory. The teacher should strive to encouragechildren to think, question and
critique for themselves Sheshouldencouragehem to look at different contradictingviewswithout
bias and should inculcatein them the maturity to look at evidenceswithout getting attached to
them andonly be directedby reasoning.

Language:

Languagesare usually made up of a set of rules that determine phonics (the way a letter is
pronounced) semantic§ymakingmeaning)and syntax(grammar sentencestructure etc.). Asfar as
theserulesare concernedyrational autonomycannotbe exercisedasthe rulesof eachlanguagehelp
the usersto communicatewith one another more effectively. Thisappliesboth to written and oral
language Studentslearningany languageneedto understandand follow the rules of languagethe
waythey are prescribed.

Literature:

However,when it comesto literature, there is a vastscopeof exercisingautonomy by the learners
as they can chooseto interpret the prose or a poem in a mannerthey like, so long as they can
provide some justification or reasoningfor their interpretation. In fact, by continuouslyengaging
young studentsin activities such as prediction of a story by looking at a cover page of a book;

predictionof the story after a crucialpoint in the story; givingan alternate endingto a story etc. the

studentscandevelopcritical thinking skills.Suchactivitieshelp the studentsto makeconnectionsof

the text with their own experience®r prior knowledge and hencetheir interpretation varies.
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History:

In teachingof historyto studentswe canencouragehem lookinto what historiansholdingdifferent
viewshaveto sayaboutit. Thereis a generaltendencyof teachingthe victor@ versionof history, we
shouldencouragestudentsto read betweenthe linesand look clinicallyat the facts presented.For
instance,most of the historiansand teachershave a very rigid view about Mahatma Gandhiv/s
Nathu RamGodse,as children we were taught to hate Godseand worship Gandhi,howeveras |
grew up andread different accountsof eventsasit unfolded, | surelythought that there is more to
what we havebeentaught by through the years.Sadly there is a tendencyto suppressany doubts
or guestionthat arisesto confront the veracity of the establishedtruth so there is a very little
chanceof childrenof our generationlearningthe truth.

Doingresearchdoes not mean that the teacherhand2 @ S tN&irformation to the studentsin a
plate. Ratherit isimperativefor the teacherthat sheusesher knowledgeonly to probe andintrigue
the minds of the studentsand encouragethem to look for the answersthemselves.To go through
the availabletext, look for more information, reflect on it andthen form their knowledge.

Valuesand Ethics

Valuesand ethicscannotbe taughtto achild. Thesehaveto be subtlyinculcatedin them, like A (in@t &
possibleto tell a child what honestyis, teachercanintroduce different waysof operatingand their
pros and consand leaveit to the child to reflect and absorb. For a child to learn about them is
possibleonly when the child can connectto them and take a stancefor themselves,L {afr@e
groundfor rationalautonomyto perform. Whenateacheris givingthe childaright andwrongin any
situation, she is going to make the child dependent on outside source for clarity and taking
decisionsrather than consultingtheir own selfand alsopaintingtheir visionwith her color. RAplays
acrucialrole in this specialffield.

Theteachercanstart out by not telling the child that he did wrong, insteadlet her reflect on her
actionsand feel for herselfif the action was appropriate,alsotake up story telling where moral of
the story shouldn'tbe givenoutright andlet the child arrive to their own conclusionsYes,dgooct
projectionof behaviorcanbe appreciatedwhichagainlets the child understandsubtly.

Mathematics

Mathematicscan be broadly categorizedinto- arithmetic, algebra, calculusand geometry. It is a
subjectdomain,which hasjust one right answer.Howeverdependingon the specificlessonand its
objectives,studentsshouldbe giventhe autonomyto arrive at the answerin any way they desire.
Forexample,in a word problem pertainingto arithmetic that comparestwo numbers,one student
might like to take the route of addition, while another might like to subtract. Evenso, different
studentsmight usedifferent strategiesin breakingthe numbersdownto arriveat the sameanswer.

Similarly,teacherscan also give autonomyto studentsin Algebra, whichinvolvesthe identification
and study of patterns. Theteachercan create an environmentwhere studentsare encouragedto

constructa broad rangeof mathematicaloutcomesthemselvesForexample, by providingstudents
the opportunity to identify the patternsfor equationson their own (at leastfor smallernumbers),
the students can exerciserational autonomy rather than relying completely on the rote learning
method where mathematical equations are provided by the teacher to the students. Similar
methodscanbe followed in teachingof geometryand calculusaswell.
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Science

RAiIn sciencecanbe exercisedoy givingthe option to the studentsto pickany subjectand choosea
topic to research Forthis the schoolneedsto provide a saferesearchenvironmentin terms of Lab
assistancend other equipmentrequiredto deepenthe knowledgean understandingof the topic.

The student can choosetheir own sourcesof learning; chooseany presentationtechnique and
media. At the end of their researchstudents come up with their individualmaster pieces,this can
alsobe usedasan assessmentool by the teacherto gaugethe understandingof the studentsin a
particularsubject.

Giventhis independencestudentsjust not deepentheir learningin sciencesuljectsbut alsodevelop
their interest, learnto managethe resourcesdevelopentrepreneurskills,languageskills,managing
informationandlearnto be creative.




It was all right there | just needéo see

Growing as an Observer

It was all right there, | just needdd hear

It was all right there, | just needed to feel

Ld ola Fff NAIKG GK

When Istartedwith practicing in a classroanhwastold that | shouldbe only observing the
classroomandthe children forsome time, | was totally confusedbout what will | danore thanjust
looking at thechild. What will | be observing?

Observing isot what the child is doing or not doing. , lafbét seeing what the child can do

it is, like reading between the lines,understanding the potential he/she has, and then nudging it
and grooming it in that direction to flourish.

A teacher needs to be a very keand an unbiased, ngndgmentalobserver,and also free from
any preconceivedotions.

IAAThas made me unlearn and releaarfewthings,earlier | used to hear, | hawtartedlistening,
earlierl used tojust see and nobbserve.

Observinghroughatil S OKSNR&a f Sya KlFa OKIFIy3aSR Yeé LISNALISOQO
human beingn my personalife, & L R2y Qi 2dzR3AS LIS2LX S yeaY2NB:
given situation in the wathey behaved, | look for th underlying reaso®bsening has made me a

better parent too,it has changeé my chemistry with my child

A teacher need not observe to notice a bad thing in the child but also notice the good he she does
andcatchthem dang the right and appreciatgenuinely

f Wherea/ K A Phigsiea presence and gestutss be easily observed aadot can be
understood from the surface levegesture and Expressiofrem time to timechangein
various contexts and situations
T ! GSIFIOKSNJySSRa G2 aSS I OKAfRQa NBaLRyas
responsesndoor andoutdoor, response to certain situations, with certain people or
surroundings.
I O KLevelRi®dergin various situations and contexts
I KAf RQ& S ELIND & whetdes yeshaisableito/expkehszherselpwitiSclarity and
confidence or if there is someihg that the child is not able to express properly
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1 ! O KTerhperandents high. Or low; emotional tones during the degending on what

challenges he hae faceat home or with peer group

What are the activities and interest areas of the child are tteerg strondikes and dislikes

Howare her Relationships with peer grougakingPeers feedback of the chjldlso helps in

understanding the social skills of the child, hiswhe child interacting with other kids

9 A teacher needs to observe ti@hildsapproach to learningwhether he/she tries to
understand the concept or jushemorizest

f Childs artifacts and samplewaikS f f | 234 Fo62dzi AT GKSNB A&
work and understanding of the subje@ind also if the child is working teachersfeedback.
Also if there is a decline in the quality of work, then the teacher needs to investigate the
reasons.

1 What are the Kills that the child is goodt?it is important as aeachero know about the
skillg strengthsof their student

1 t I NBviewidRtheir child is essentially important for a teacher to know. How they feel
about him, are they giving him enough support that he needs.

1 How is theEmotional mentalmakeup/state of thechild?Is he happy or dealing with a
situation? If the situation is momentary teacher can figure out ways to approach it with the
help of family. But if ipermanent,then a counselors help would be required.

=a =4

L dirpartant for the teacher to not only know the student but to know the people who matter to
him, his family parents, grandparents, siblings and work closely with them as a team




Assignment ChildDevelopment CHILD PROFILE

Average build, lean thin and petite in figure, hair style short and black and with a simple yet neat
style of dressing\ikhil, cannot go unnoticed by anyone who enters class 2F and | was no exception.




Nikhilis a vocally very expressive child. His voice
and facial expressions always have a bright tone
and curiosity in his eyes. He is a child who is full 0
energy and the most vocal among pesers. His
gestures and facial expressions are usually r@drm
and he looks happy, body movements are gentle,
on specific intervals he puts his hand on his moutig
and blows air from his mouth. Not sure whethee
copies some adult gust coughsn an unusual way.

He is always attentive whether in music or in visaré while the teacher is giving instructions.
And He enjoys playing outdoors like any other kid and manages all the outdoor activities well
energy level is good and voice is very much
audible.

Since he is quite a vocal child. It is easy to make
out for a teacher what times does he feel low or
not involved.

His interest mostly resides in books. He loves
reading and also believes in sharing whatéads
Hedoes not like writing much, which is evident
from his work.

He openly expresses his likes anglikes, reading is his most preferred activity which anyone c:

easily understand as whenever he finds time either in the morning or in between the transitio

breaks he would pick up a book and start reading. He is passionate about reading informativ
books.

Nikhilis also very pasonate about one
thing and that are machinescéme to
know about this when there was an
open discussion in the class about the
journey of water and how does water
come to our taps. He was pretty good
explaining the motor mehanism and
the waymotor pumpworks to push the
water upwards from the lowest to the
highest point.

Nikhildoes not have any friend in
specific but is friendly with any child
sitting next to him; sometimes he gets
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opposite of what | have observed him.




Learning and Teaching oLanguage and Math

Pedagogy in Math

AspersomeAAOAAOQOEIT 1 A1l PEEIT Ol PEEAOh A AEEI A80O OI AE|

development, so it would not be wrong ¢ say that a child would need to be emotionally
connected to the subject too.

The contextof learning needs to be close to the child and should be talking about his her
surroundings and problems within that context

Asmaths is a subject of higher abstraction it needs to s=en underthe philosophy of near to
EFAO8 4EA AT 1 OA@O T &£ OEA bPOT Al Al OET O1 A AA Al T (
meaningful to her.Also the problems should be worth solving andhere should be a challenge
for the studentto engage withthat problem.

Maths is aholistic subject, apart fromnumbers it hasa languagewhich needs tobe articulated
and comprehended well in order to solve the problemTo be able todevelopreasoning and
analytical ability , to be able to visualise and draw abstraction

Strengthening thefundamental concepts in the earlier grades helms the level of abstraction
keeps goingup in maths in formof trigonometry, calculus, geometry etcfor senior classes

SoE QrdpOrtant in the early stages tofocus onthe languageaspect of mathand basic concepts
of numbers.For children from KG, 1, 23,E OrépOrtant that we give them experience based
learning eg: if the children are learning about weights in terms of Kilosr grams,they can be
taken to a localvegetablemarket or a similar set up can be arrangeth the school premise for
them to experience the concept of weight.

The children of smaller grades can be given different experience whichdkserand emotional
to them by asking them to bring their favourite toys to school and teacher would show them the
concept of heavy and light by placing it on weighing scale.

The subject needs to be internalised and to bepproached by all directions. The pedazgyin

maths can be the same as in other subjects which require, team work, project based approach to
the lessons, visualising /creating a work of aretc. Different strategies in the subject can be used
for differentiated learning
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Pedagogy in Language

Apart from to be able toread and write. | see language as a pure forof expression.But reading
and writing have certain norms whichneededto be followed the way they are as the rules of
grammar areset,however the expression can take different forms

(0]
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| believe that the pedagogy followed in language should be an immersive
type, for eq: if a child is learning English, they should bexmersed in

English language, they speak, hear, write, and read only that language but it
can be relaxed for the classroanith different Sociecultural backgrounds, in

that case differentiated learning and teaching can be used, where the child
works more on its expression of that language and should not be penalized for
making mistakes.

From the perspective of children of gade 2that | have worked with in my
practice class) feel that the child first needs to be guided well to express
themselves whichever medium they feel convenient withiwhether they
want to express through art and drawings or write though invented
spellings, they should be allowed t do sdhis kind of stimulation needs to
be there from earlier classedo build a strong base fodlanguage.

For a childthere should be an emotional connect witlthe language in
order to love it and stories are a great wayo start from
A lot of language skills (both reading writing) can be deveped by
reading books of appropriatelevels.For higher gradestoo lot of self
reading needs to be promoted free hand writing, free reading time
should be given to the kids

For lower grades howevernursery virtual cues,storytelling sessions role
plays from which the child develops schema for language and expression.

Language can be approached by introducing different forms and techniques,
by reviewing and reflecting, praciing and enhancing the skills through

various mediums for eg: reflective writing on and off, encouraging joy of
writing by asking children to write their favorite recipe or for eg: writing
articles in student handbooks or magazines, student blogs onrssiaiatks

or learning communities based on the level of learners.
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Language AssignmentCreative writing

4

The Mystical Ocean

Standing on the shore | admire the deep blue world, t
screaming sun above and the white sand baskingténglory. The
waves coming and going and breaking its eternal silence and
shore as quiet as it could be.

| stand there in the oneness of the ocean completely lost
words. | can feel the bottomlessnesst it and the never ending
vastness that one can ever determine.

The big Ships embracing the arms of the blue, and dolph
racing with these giants. The little boats with their lofts on hig
PDOil OAT U OAEIEIC AO A AEEI iAthi®
astonishing worlg of corals and reefs. And then there are m
diving deep in(

world the blue,i

its heart to unfold its secrets, what a mystid
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Larger ecosystem of education:

Assignment

Group Chart Presentatioron the issues in Indian EducatidBystem

TEACHERS
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Stressed Teachers

40
1

Lack of availability
Retention of Teachers

[

Low Paid Teachers
Authoritarian rather than Authoritative
Lack of Support.
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