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There is no end to education. It is not that you read a book, pass 

an examination, and finish with education. The whole of life, from 

the moment you are born to the moment you die, is a process of 

learning. - J. Krishnamurti 
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Harshu Gandhi 

Location: Gurgaon                Mobile: 9560044299             Email: harshu_gandhi03@yahoo.com 

 

Objective: To work as a Teacher with an innovative school which believes in experience based 

learning and allows me to put my competencies to the best use. 

Educational Qualification: 

¶ Currently Pursuing Teachers training course I AM A TEACHER @The Heritage School, Gurgaon 

Á MBA in Human Resource, Apeejay School of Marketing,  New Delhi ( 2003) 

¶ Bachelor in scienceΣ {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ±ƛƴƻōŀ .ƘŀǾŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ WƘŀǊƪƘŀƴŘΣ  όнлллύ 

 

Highlights: 

V Completed 5th year in Vocal Classical from Prayag Sangeet Samiti also Conducted Musical 

Classes for children. 

V Know Multiple Languages- English, Hindi, Punjabi 
V Completed a certification course in People Management and Development ( PMD) from  

Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) from UK  

V Completed Advance Diploma in HR Management from Ajax Management Consultants Pvt. 

Ltd, Bangalore 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

JP Morgan ( Magna Infotech Pvt Ltd), Bangalore                               Dec (2010) ς March (2012) 

HR Employee Relations: provided HR and Employee support, to the client JP Morgan in locations 

Mumbai, Hyderabad and Bangalore to their 250+ employees. 

Polaris Software Lab Ltd. Canary Wharf, London                                 June (2007) ς Nov (2007) 

HR Consultant: aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¦YΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

backgrounds and diverse nationalities. 

 

High Commission of India, London                                                              Nov (2005) - Jun (2007) 

Visa Assistant- Managing public relations- assisting, participating in organising cultural programs on 

the occasions of Holi, Diwali , Independence Day,  Hindi Sammelan, for the 

In -house staff and guests of High commission of India. 

Handling Visa queries of applicants from different nationalities and consulting senior 

officers/diplomats on critical visa cases. 

mailto:harshu_gandhi03@yahoo.com
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Organisation- Citizens Advice Bureau, Romford, London                       Jan (2005) - Aug (2005) 

Co-ordinator ς Worked as a Volunteer in a British NGO which provides free advice on legal and 

financial matters to the people of local community. 

Collaborated with people from diverse cultures and ethnic groups 

 

Navneet Edutainment ltd, Delhi.                                                           Nov (2003) - March (2004) HR 

Trainee- Assisted in the interviews and induction of the marketing personnel in the marketing 

division  
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Section A 

A Learner 

                                                                                                  

                                

My hunger for continuously learning and growing has been my only strength 

People stop growing, when they think they know it all 

.Joining IAAT- was a calling for me from universe. I was happy but not contended with the way I was 

leading my life. Working in corporate was fine but I could not believe that this was it. I used to share 

it with my close friends and familȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

corporate.  I was working but not contributing to the society by large. 

άI Am a TŜŀŎƘŜǊέ was not an easy decision for me either; it was entering in an unknown territory. My 

journey in IAAT started with the Mindful Personal Leadership course amidst the hills of Junga at 

Himachal. The very focus of which was knowing oneself. 

Away from family and the daily chores it was opportunity for me to see myself in new light. 

Opportunity to know who I am and my aspirations even better. 

I have cherished everything in my life, from dreaming small to slowly big and the process of 

achieving it too. I always have looked forward to enrich my learning and have kept refining my skills. 

But the journey so far with IAAT has been completely different or I should say it is exhilarating, there 

is a new thrill waiting at every corner of it, and even though I get tired of running sometimes but the 

curiosity ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ die at all. 

Reflections bring  a lot ƻŦ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

but for every individual, reflecting in a group or solo, is important as it helps you to travel back in 

time and think or share with others, and to make even stronger resolutions. 
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          Life is about shaking hands with the unknown, undiscoveredΧ     

  

 

The course has made me realise of my dreams, and taught me how to chase them. Mindful personal 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊǎ. This journey has taught me 

how to create peace around me and live in harmony with everything and with everything I mean it. 

tŀǊǘƘƻ .ƘŀƛȅŀΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǇŜƴŜǊΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ 

in everything, or at least I am trying to bring that in every aspect of my life. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ŘƛǎŜǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛǳƳ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ 

leads to finding out ways to bring that equilibrium back and each pebble that sinks in the pond of 

mind and creates turbulence is bound to bring back the perfect calmness. 

I have started loving my conflicts even more, because I know they will bring back the harmony 

 
Suddenly life has become like a roller coaster ride, it just refuses to stop 

Learner needs to be ready to learn anytime , anywhere from anyone- There is a  rich pool of talent in 

L!!¢ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎΣ ǇƻŜǘǎΣ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

that we have learnt from each other and will continue to do so, as each one of us carry the same fire 

in our bellies. The community that I will cherish and will be proud of till I live. 

 
 
 

I have been extremely blessed to have met so many people from different walks of life during this 

coursework. People who are not only  experts in their field like Vimala ji, Shaji, Kamala didi, usha ji,  

Vanita Kaul, Poonam Batra, Ariana, beth , and the spiritual gurus, but are also the true knowledge 

seekers. 

 
.  
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Φ ά¢ƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎέ- .ŜǘƘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ workshop was just not about how to write a story but how to create a story book too 

with cardboards and glue sticks, it was a liberating experience for all of us as we all had made our 

own story books and were the writers of our  stories too 

The art of story telling lies in the narratation of it, it can make the characters alive and you can touch 

them in your imagination. Narrate or write a story but also how to make a real one with materials 

like, cardboard, handmade paper or any fabric, and sew it to bind it together just the way a story is 

done, its put together with settings, back drop, character, and all the above a personal touch by the 

narrator. 
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Village expedition- our 3 day visit to village Kadarpur was an eye- opener. 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ά !ƴƎŀƴǿŀŘƛΩǎ made me think hard of the socio- economic 
divide in our country. The caste and community divide so clear and still prevailing in our 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ Ŏǳǘ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ IŀǊƛƧŀƴ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ DǳƧƧŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΦ  It was painful to 
know that girls drop out easily from schools after certain time as they do not have high 
schools in their vicinity to continue with their education .  
 
Electricity, hygiene, water, local public transport, schools and colleges remain the important 
agendas for this Indian village till date 
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  My Educational Philosophy 

 

  

 

I grew up with this perception that knowledge only resided in books and one needs to have great 

respect for their books and dedicate long hours reading them to gain knowledge and wisdom. Many 

of us Fail to understand that the learning and knowledge is an integral part of our lives and not just 

confined to books or schools. Even though education is more of a formal, well organised process of 

gaining knowledge through teaching, but it is a snap shot of the larger picture called learning which a 

lifelong ongoing process is. 

My philosophy about education started forming when I was in College, I started noticing, and the 

gaps our education system had. The classroom had no connected with the outside world. Whatever 

was taught in the classroom or to say mugged up stayed in the classroom and was /just transferred 

to the exam sheets. 

The didactic approach our classrooms had never made us fearless enough to question. There was 

always a cut off between the Theory and the practical .The autonomy to think different, do 

differently was completely missing. 

The text books are however full of ideologies and stories of heroes, but they do not tell us how can 

this idealism be translated in a situation in real life. 

For eg. Books teach the children to be fearless and to be honest but when a child comes to the 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴΣ 

do you think a conventional teacher will like that kind of honesty from their students, or for that 

matter schools give that kind of a freedom to the teacher 

Honesty and fearlessness should be appreciated in every step, every way, so that the child sees it in 

his day to day life, in his environments and situations nearby and grows with it. 

A teachers role is to help a child discover their strengths and make them learn and practice new skills 

and allow them to experiment them in their ways. A role of a teacher is to give choices to the 

children, make them aware of the consequence of each choice and let them decide, let them be the 

decision makers. Let them experience the power of their decision. 
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Two things that shape the way I think about education 

1. It should be free from bias of rich and poor; capable and incapable; genius, average or 

unintelligent, it should see each child in the same purview 

2. Learning and Teaching should not be just restrictive to the classrooms; it should be widened in all 

the directions. 

I draw inspiration from a couple of philosophies that I have come to know so far, 

GandhiΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅό bŀƛ Taleem) of seeing Literacy as one of the means of educating man and 

woman, his theory of promoting handicrafts and craftsmanship in schools. I strongly feel that for the 

country so diverse and culturally so rich like India, making craftsmanship an integrated part of the 

curriculum can revolutionise India. 

He believed that education is not about putting in information, but drawing out the hidden potential 

for good in each human being. 

 

WΦ YǊƛǎƘƴŀƳǳǊǘƘȅΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ- of education centers on inquiry and self awareness. 

As per him the highest aim of education should be to be able understand oneself. 

Education as per Krishnamurthy is not merely acquiring knowledge, gatherings facts, but to see life 

as a whole. The basic aim of the education should be creating free and integrated human beings who 

flower in love and goodness and not in shaping a child according to some idealistic pattern. 

I feel that schools should allow students to develop their interest, and discover themselves. Also 

schools should have limited number of students and right educators to operate well and to be able 

to give individual attention to each student and education should allow a student to understand his 

true interest and develop his capacities. 

 

TagoreΩ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 

Highest education is not about gaining information but about living in harmony and love 

Childhood is the period of freedom and discovering through experiences ( for eg: reading merely 

about tree and its branches and various other parts is not the way to gain knowledge it is only 

superficial , but to go and sit o it and experience the beauty of it and eats its fruits is to know it from 

its core ) 

 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 

For education to be complete it must have five principal aspects 
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Physical education- where the need to keep the body clean and healthy is very intrinsic to 

education, and it is important for schools to have a good focus on Physical health and education of 

its students. 

Vital education- having simple, pure and harmonious life and focussing on the emotional well being 

of a child, where he she is taught to love beautiful, noble and healthy things whether in nature or in 

human creation. 

Mental education-to develop the power of concentration, attention, handling complexities and 

richness, to be able to reject undesirable thoughts and prepare a man for higher life. 

The psychic and the spiritual education- help a child become well-defined and self conscious entity. 

These aspects must continue, completing one another until the end of life. 

 

!ǳǊƻōƛƴŘƻΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ revolves around 3 principles of teaching. 

It says that άƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ can be taught, a teacher is just a helper and a guide, he does not impart 

knowledge he shows his students how to acquire it. I personally relate to this aspect of the 

philosophy a lot, where I think a teacher needs to bring out the best in the child, which is true to its 

nature, for this the teacher needs to be aware of not overpower the child with their personalities or 

way of thinking rather facilitate the child in developing a personality and a thought process of its 

own. 

A child cannot be forced to abandon its own Dharma, everyone in them have something divine, 

something of their own. The aim of education should be to help the growing soul to draw out that in 

itself which is best and make it perfect for a noble use. 

To work from near to far, to help a child grow naturally in its surrounding, if something is to be 

brought in from outside, it should only be offered not forced on the mind, as a free and natural 

growth is the condition of genuine development. For eg: if a child from a village school who speaks 

regional language is put into a regular city school, it will be difficult for him to survive in an 

environment which is alien to him. 
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Perspective of Philosophy  

Assignment 

Role of `help and guƛŘŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

This in connection with !ǳǊƻōƛƴŘƻΩǎ statement, ̀ nothing can be taughtΩΚ L attended a workshop of 

toy making last Saturday and the trainer showed us some of the simplest yet popular toys of all 

times. 

He gave us a basic structure as to what needs to be done and left us with our imaginations and 

creativity and asked us to come up with some individual ideas the members of the class were 

extremely confused as to what to do. 

After some time with the encouragement of the teacher we all started and then each one were lost 

in ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ own world planning, sketching, shaping and imagining the look of their toy. In between we 

were given the help when and wherever we asked for. At the end of the session almost each one of 

us came up with beautiful designs of toys and some ideas were extremely innovative and had that 

breath of freshness in it. 

If the trainer would have had asked us to copy his design and not given us the direction we would 

not have been able to come out with such good results, and the joy of learning a new skill would 

have never existed. 

He gave us the material, the guidance necessary; he kept checking the technique from time to time 

too. 

[ƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǇƘŀǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

life. it keeps throwing the tests from time to time so that we constantly improve on our skills and 

adjust to relearn and unlearn too sometimes. 

Any teacher should guide their pupil but not force them to do a thing this is the worst damage that a 

teacher or a parent can do to the child. 

If anything has to be brought in from outside, it must be offered, not forced on the mind ( 

Aurobindo) 

The teacher should not take away the joy of experimenting or questioning, from their students 

 

It is only possible if the teacher himself or herself believes that he knows nothing and is curious 

about learning. A free and natural growth is essential to any life , a teacher in particular can give this 

amount of freedom to its students because they are in the right environment ,the right resources 

are with them and where the whole motive is to build up all the five aspects of a human being- 

Physical, Mental, vital, psychic, spiritual 
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V The teacher needs to see that the right kind of environment has been provided to 

the learner or not 

V Is the learner ready to learn or not (interest of the child) 

V Whether the tools provided to the learner  are age appropriate or not 

V Attention span , so that the planning can be done keeping in mind the attention span 

of the learner 

V providing help , guidance and encouragements wherever essential 

V The teacher needs to scaffold the child, by allowing her to learn naturally, providing 
help wherever necessary. 

V  
If the objective of the teacher is to make her student write she certainly cannot accomplish that by 

forcing her. A ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ no 

matter how many mistakes she makes in the process. 
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Assignment 

 

a. What school practices do you think may inculcate conformity comply with rules, fear and 

Competitiveness in students and what possible negative effects may these have? How may this 

be minimized? 

 

I see a lot of schools follow the practice of tests and assessments on a weekly basis, the children 

Are under the constant pressure to perform in these tests, at home they are not allowed to 

Play or let loose, as these scores add up to their final semester scores 

I know some of my friends children, who are constantly under the pressure of performing in the 

weekly unit tests and the pressure is not just on the kids but on the parents too, and thus they push 

their kids to perform even more. 

My question is, are these children learning and if they do it for sure not joyful for them? 

 

I feel that the children, who are in constant fear, can never learn better. They just study to perform 

the set task and bring in their grades for the parents to be happy. 

 Some boarding schools have strict timings of sleep and entertainment, and studies. 

They push children to do things as per the schedule, and do not give them any breathing space. It 

Impairs the creative self of the child and can only make them robotic but nothing else. 

 

Summer hill is for me the dream school; I associated a lot with the philosophy of A.S Neill. The 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ philosophy indicates that the responsibility towards their learning, and their other related 

activities, needs to be vested/ developed within the children themselves. 

A child needs to be happy to be able to learn something. (Tagore) 
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b. 7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÁÓ ǬÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȭȩ (Ï× ×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕȟ ÁÓ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅ 

Your students' emotional make-up, values and learning journeys? 

As a teacher in making, I closely relate to the following philosophies: 

 

¶ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǎŀȅs that a child should not be unhappy in their school, in their life, or in 

any institution, 

¶ J Krishnamurthy speaks a lot of a child being an integrated individual, having a deep 

               Psychological revolt of intelligence (that comes from self ςknowledge) as per this approach,    

               Integrated men and women, who are free from fear, are the only human beings who are in           

               enduring peace 

¶ A teacher needs to instill, and help develop values in them, for example: kids fighting in the 

class, bullying or teasing each other, cannot be left as it is, or dealt with anger. The right 

action needs to be taken by talking to them, what made them do this, getting into the crux 

of their anger or behavior, finding the cause and then catering to that need with love and 

affection , helping them think or realize on their own what is right and wrong. 

 

A teacher constantly needs to deal with such things wisely, with great affection. Kids with low self 

worth, cannot be left to improve with time, a teacher will have to give a lot of attention, love and 

encouragement. The emotions need to be taken care of. 

 

¶ To master a particular skill, we need to repeat it in our mind and action, involving all the 

senses. Then only we slowly master the particular skill and can make necessary linkages with 

it. Gandhi ji's Nai Talim, emphasized more on the importance of work and craftsmanship, I 

agree mostly with it. For a learning journey to be complete I feel the child  needs to 

understand the importance of doing things with their own hands, the usefulness of the craft 

, its history and geography--- with this the learning becomes holistic 

 

Managing a ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΤ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

Between what they know, what they want to know, and how they can find more. 

To illustrate this point : while discussing on the Water as an important resource in my practice 

classroom, children came out with lot of information they had on water sources, where it comes 

from, its utilities, the teacher kept brainstorming and writing on the board,  discussing every possible 

question they had, what they think, how can they help save water. Can they survive without water? 

Teacher gave some inquiry questions to the children to delve deep and find out more. 
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¶ A.S Neill emphasizes on freedom, a child learns better when free, he or she may exercise the 

freedom with great responsibility 

 

I will share another instance here from my observations in practice class 

Kids insisted on playing in the jungle gym, after an arts class, the teacher negotiated with them 

saying that due to time crunch they just have 15 minutes and after which they will need to leave. If 

they agree to this only then she could allow them to play. The kids were excited and immediately 

were all over Jungle Gym. I noticed that exactly after playing in the gym for 15- 20 minutes they 

started lining up and within no time the queue was walking up towards the classroom. 

I was quite surprised with their sense of understanding and responsibility they showed. 

#the right education in my terms should have freedom to be, to be integrated within and with the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ƻǊ ŦŜŀǊΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŜƭŦΦ 
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Rational Autonomy 

 

Respecting Rational Autonomy of my students? 

If we think, in contrast, of our traditional classroom, the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ άǿƻǊŘǎέ were the epitome of 
Rationality. In this process the teacher was an active participant and the learner was more of a 
passive receptor of knowledge. If Autonomy is about students being more active in their own 
learning process by understanding the skills that they need to acquire more knowledge of the 
learning process so that they can learn effectively inside the classroom and outside, then developing 
Rational Autonomy in students will entail them to look critically at anything being presented to them 
in the name of education. To question the validity of anything that ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ have reason to back it 
and to learn only through questioning and looking deeply  

Classroom Environment 

The first crucial step is to create a safe classroom environment where independent thoughts and 
ideas can be shared freely. Each idea is appreciated and welcomed. Instead of adopting a didactic 
approach, student-teacher interaction becomes central to learning. The teacher instead of being the 
άŜǇƛǘƻƳŜ of ǿƛǎŘƻƳέ becomes a learner herself, in search of knowledge she is an equal partner to 
the student. Here the role of the teacher is more of a mentor, a guide who probes the student to 
look more deeply into what is being presented to him as evidence of truth; to decide for herself if 
the proven truth of yesteryears proves equally true on the touchstone of changing times. 

Discarding the concept of a single right answer 

The classroom can be a learning community where the teacher elicits responses from the students. 
The teacher acknowledges every perspective and does not try to color the opinions of the students 
with his/her own perspective. The classroom becomes a place where no answer is wrong and every 
student is encouraged to put forward his point of view. It is true that for some subjects the answer is 
absolute; however the path reaching to this answer is never absolute. So instead of just teaching a 
concept as a fact a teacher can model his lesson in such a way that the student arrives at those 
concept on their own and in the process of arriving at  the concept he/she creates his/her own 
knowledge. 

Encouraging students to give reasons/justifications  

It is imperative that the teacher probes the students to give justification/ reasoning when they put 
forward their point of view. Though all responses/opinions are welcome, sound reasoning should 
support them. Unless students are exposed to alternate perspectives, rational autonomy cannot 
develop.  

Leading students to the sources of information 

For knowledge building, students are led to the sources of relevant information. It is up to individual 
students to read, filter and process information according to their understanding. Knowledge is not 
imposed on the students; they have the autonomy to find information meaningful to them. 
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Freedom of expression 

In order to cater to differentiated learning levels, students have the freedom to express their 
understanding in any way they are comfortable with no barrier of language and/or form of 
expression (writing/drawing/speaking) 

Assessments and Evaluation 

The assessments are not based on recall and retell but instead focus on understanding of the 
concepts and how well and credibly a student is able to present it. The assessments should focus on 
measuring how keen the student is to look for evidences to support any fact that is presented to him 
and how well is he able to provide reasons to support his theories. 

Reflecting  

Reflecting is also one of the strategies used by autonomous learners. Reflecting should be 
considered an important part of the learning process. It encourages student to reason for herself 
about varied acquainted information. It also helps child filter accepted concepts from the ones 
which need more research and probing.  

 

Rational Autonomy in different subject Domains (Language, Sciences, Math, History, Arts, 
Literature, Values)? 

 

While teacher should take into account different perspectives of students, it is the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ duty to 
ascertain that sound reasoning is supported by factual evidence , or justified true beliefs or is backed 
by perspective/theory. The teacher should strive to encourage children to think, question and 
critique for themselves. She should encourage them to look at different contradicting views without 
bias and should inculcate in them the maturity to look at evidences without getting attached to 
them and only be directed by reasoning.  

Language:  

Languages are usually made up of a set of rules that determine phonics (the way a letter is 
pronounced), semantics (making meaning) and syntax (grammar- sentence structure etc.). As far as 
these rules are concerned, rational autonomy cannot be exercised as the rules of each language help 
the users to communicate with one another more effectively. This applies both to written and oral 
language. Students learning any language need to understand and follow the rules of language the 
way they are prescribed.  

Literature: 

However, when it comes to literature, there is a vast scope of exercising autonomy by the learners 
as they can choose to interpret the prose or a poem in a manner they like, so long as they can 
provide some justification or reasoning for their interpretation. In fact, by continuously engaging 
young students in activities such as prediction of a story by looking at a cover page of a book; 
prediction of the story after a crucial point in the story; giving an alternate ending to a story etc. the 
students can develop critical thinking skills. Such activities help the students to make connections of 
the text with their own experiences or prior knowledge, and hence their interpretation varies.  
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History: 

In teaching of history to students we can encourage them look into what historians holding different 
views have to say about it. There is a general tendency of teaching the victorΩs version of history, we 
should encourage students to read between the lines and look clinically at the facts presented. For 
instance, most of the historians and teachers have a very rigid view about Mahatma Gandhi v/s 
Nathu Ram Godse, as children we were taught to hate Godse and worship Gandhi, however as I 
grew up and read different accounts of events as it unfolded, I surely thought that there is more to 
what we have been taught by through the years. Sadly, there is a tendency to suppress any doubts 
or question that arises to confront the veracity of the established truth so there is a very little 
chance of children of our generation learning the truth.  

Doing research does not mean that the teacher hand-ƻǾŜǊΩǎ the information to the students in a 
plate. Rather it is imperative for the teacher that she uses her knowledge only to probe and intrigue 
the minds of the students and encourage them to look for the answers themselves. To go through 
the available text, look for more information, reflect on it and then form their knowledge.  

Values and Ethics  
Values and ethics cannot be taught to a child. These have to be subtly inculcated in them, like ƛǘΩǎ not 
possible to tell a child what honesty is, teacher can introduce different ways of operating and their 
pros and cons and leave it to the child to reflect and absorb. For a child to learn about them is 
possible only when the child can connect to them and take a stance for themselves, LǘΩǎ a free 
ground for rational autonomy to perform. When a teacher is giving the child a right and wrong in any 
situation, she is going to make the child dependent on outside source for clarity and taking 
decisions, rather than consulting their own self and also painting their vision with her color. RA plays 
a crucial role in this special field.  
 
The teacher can start out by not telling the child that he did wrong, instead let her reflect on her 
actions and feel for herself if the action was appropriate, also take up story telling where moral of 
the story shouldn't be given outright and let the child arrive to their own conclusions. Yes, άgoodέ 
projection of behavior can be appreciated, which again lets the child understand subtly. 
 

Mathematics 
 
Mathematics can be broadly categorized into- arithmetic, algebra, calculus and geometry. It is a 
subject domain, which has just one right answer. However depending on the specific lesson and its 
objectives, students should be given the autonomy to arrive at the answer in any way they desire. 
For example, in a word problem pertaining to arithmetic that compares two numbers, one student 
might like to take the route of addition, while another might like to subtract. Even so, different 
students might use different strategies in breaking the numbers down to arrive at the same answer. 
 
Similarly, teachers can also give autonomy to students in Algebra, which involves the identification 
and study of patterns. The teacher can create an environment where students are encouraged to 
construct a broad range of mathematical outcomes themselves. For example, by providing students 
the opportunity to identify the patterns for equations on their own (at least for smaller numbers), 
the students can exercise rational autonomy rather than relying completely on the rote learning 
method where mathematical equations are provided by the teacher to the students. Similar 
methods can be followed in teaching of geometry and calculus as well. 
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Science 
 
RA in science can be exercised by giving the option to the students to pick any subject and choose a 
topic to research. For this the school needs to provide a safe research environment in terms of Lab 
assistance and other equipment required to deepen the knowledge an understanding of the topic. 
 
The student can choose their own sources of learning; choose any presentation technique and 
media. At the end of their research students come up with their individual master pieces, this can 
also be used as an assessment tool by the teacher to gauge the understanding of the students in a 
particular subject. 
Given this independence students just not deepen their learning in science subjects but also develop 
their interest, learn to manage the resources, develop entrepreneur skills, language skills, managing 
information and learn to be creative. 
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Growing as an Observer 

 

 

 

When I started with practicing in a classroom, I was told that I should be only observing the 

classroom and the children for some time, I was totally confused about what will I do more than just 

looking at the child. What will I be observing?  

Observing is not what the child is doing or not doing , ƛǘΩǎ about seeing what the child can do. 

 it is, like reading between the lines,    understanding the potential he/she has, and then nudging it 

and grooming it in that direction to flourish. 

A teacher needs to be a very keen and an unbiased, non judgmental observer, and also free from 

any preconceived notions. 

 

 IAAT has made me unlearn and relearn a few things, earlier I used to hear, I have started listening, 

earlier I used to just see and not observe. 

Observing through a ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

human being in my personal life, ŀǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

given situation in the way they behaved, I look for the underlying reason Observing has made me a 

better parent too, it has changed my chemistry with my child  

A teacher need not observe to notice a bad thing in the child but also notice the good he she does 

and catch them doing the right and appreciate genuinely 

 

¶ Where a /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ Physical presence and gestures can be easily observed and a lot can be 
understood from the surface level, Gesture and Expressions from time to time change in 
various contexts and situations 

¶ ! ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭƛΣ ŦƻǊ ŜƎΥ Ƙƛǎ 
responses indoor and outdoor, response to certain situations, with certain people or 
surroundings. 

¶ ! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Level of energy in various situations and contexts 

¶ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴŜ, whether he she is able to express herself with clarity and 
confidence or if there is something that the child is not able to express properly 

It was all right there I just needed to see 

It was all right there, I just needed to hear 

It was all right there, I just needed to feel 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
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¶ ! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Temperaments high. Or low; emotional tones during the day depending on what 
challenges he has to face at home or with peer group 

¶ What are the activities and interest areas of the child are there any strong likes and dislikes? 

¶ How are her Relationships with peer group? Taking Peers feedback of the child, also helps in 
understanding the social skills of the child, how is the child interacting with other kids 

¶ A teacher needs to observe the Childs approach to learning, whether he/she tries to 
understand the concept or just memorizes it 

¶ Childs artifacts and sample work ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ  ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
work and understanding of the subject, and also if the child is working on teachers feedback. 
Also if there is a decline in the quality of work, then the teacher needs to investigate the 
reasons. 

¶ What are the skills that the child is good at? it is important as a teacher o know about the 
skills/ strengths of their student 

¶ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ view of their child is essentially important for a teacher to know. How they feel 
about him, are they giving him enough support that he needs.  

¶ How is the Emotional, mental makeup /state of the child? Is he happy or dealing with a 
situation? If the situation is momentary teacher can figure out ways to approach it with the 
help of family. But if it permanent, then a counselors help would be required. 
 

LǘΩǎ important for the teacher to not only know the student but to know the people who matter to 

him, his family  parents, grandparents, siblings and work closely with them as a team  

. 
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Assignment Child Development- CHILD PROFILE 

 

Average build, lean thin and petite in figure, hair style short and black and with a simple yet neat 

style of dressing, Nikhil , cannot go unnoticed by anyone who enters class 2F and I was no exception. 
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Nikhil is a vocally very expressive child. His voice 

and facial expressions always have a bright tone 

and curiosity in his eyes. He is a child who is full of 

energy and the most vocal among his peers. His 

gestures and facial expressions are usually normal 

and he looks happy, body movements are gentle, 

on specific intervals he puts his hand on his mouth 

and blows air from his mouth. Not sure whether he 

copies some adult or just coughs in an unusual way. 

He is always attentive whether in music or in visual arts while the teacher is giving instructions. 

And He enjoys playing outdoors like any other kid and manages all the outdoor activities well. His 

energy level is good and voice is very much 

audible. 

Since he is quite a vocal child. It is easy to make 

out for a teacher what times does he feel low or 

not involved. 

His interest mostly resides in books. He loves 

reading and also believes in sharing what he reads 

He does not like writing much, which is evident 

from his work. 

 

He openly expresses his likes and dislikes, reading is his most preferred activity which anyone can 

easily understand as whenever he finds time either in the morning or in between the transition 

breaks he would pick up a book and start reading. He is passionate about reading informative 

books. 

Nikhil is also very passionate about one 

thing and that are machines. I came to 

know about this when there was an 

open discussion in the class about the 

journey of water and how does water 

come to our taps. He was pretty good in 

explaining the motor mechanism and 

the way motor pump works to push the 

water upwards from the lowest to the 

highest point. 

 

Nikhil does not have any friend in 

specific but is friendly with any child 

sitting next to him; sometimes he gets 

over chatty with this child. And does not 

finish his work on time. To my surprise 

one day when I asked him what kind of friends does he want to have? 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƴƻƛǎȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 

opposite of what I have observed him. 
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Learning and Teaching of Language and Math 

   

Pedagogy in Math 

 

As per some ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÉÅÓȟ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÏ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÔÏ ÈÉÓȾ ÈÅÒ 

development, so it would not be wrong to say that a child would need to be emotionally 

connected to the subject too. 

 

 The context of learning needs to be close to the child and should be talking about his her 

surroundings and problems within that context 

 As maths is a subject of higher abstraction it needs to be seen under the philosophy of near to 

ÆÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 

meaningful to her. Also the problems should be worth solving and there should be a challenge 

for the student to engage with that problem.  

Maths is a holistic subject, apart from numbers it has a language, which needs to be articulated 

and comprehended well in order to solve the problem. To be able to develop reasoning and 

analytical ability , to be able to visualise and draw abstraction 

 

Strengthening the fundamental concepts in the earlier grades help as the level of abstraction 

keeps going up in maths in form of trigonometry, calculus, geometry etc. for senior classes 

So ÉÔȭÓ important in the early stages to focus on the language aspect of math and basic concepts 

of numbers .For children from KG, 1, 2, 3, ÉÔȭÓ important that we give them experience based 

learning eg: if the children are learning about weights in terms of Kilos or grams, they can be 

taken to a local vegetable market or a similar set up can be arranged in the school premise for 

them to experience the concept of weight. 

The children of smaller grades can be given different experience which is closer and emotional 

to them by asking them to bring their favourite toys to school and teacher would show them the 

concept of heavy and light by placing it on weighing scale. 

The subject needs to be internalised and to be approached by all directions. The pedagogy in 

maths can be the same as in other subjects which require, team work, project based approach to 

the lessons, visualising /creating a work of art etc. Different strategies in the subject can be used 

for differentiated learning 
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Pedagogy in Language 

Apart from to be able to read and write. I see language as a pure form of expression. But reading 

and writing have certain norms which needed to be followed the way they are as the rules of 

grammar are set, however the expression can take different forms 

o I believe that the pedagogy followed in language should be an immersive 
type, for eg: if a child is learning English, they should be immersed in 

English language, they speak, hear, write, and read only that language but it 

can be relaxed for the classroom with different Socio-cultural backgrounds, in 

that case differentiated learning and teaching can be used, where the child 

works more on its expression of that language and should not be penalized for 

making mistakes. 
o  

 

o From the perspective of children of grade 2 that I have worked with in my 
practice class, I feel that the child first needs to be guided well to express 
themselves whichever medium they feel convenient with, (whether they 
want to express through art and drawings or write though invented 
spellings, they should be allowed t do so. This kind of stimulation needs to 
be there from earlier classes to build a strong base for language. 

 
o   For a child there should be an emotional connect with the language in 

order to love it and stories are a great way to start from  
o A lot of language skills (both reading writing) can be developed by 

reading books of appropriate levels. For higher grades too lot of self 
reading needs to be promoted,  free hand writing, free reading time 
should be given to the kids 

o  
o For lower grades however nursery virtual cues, storytelling  sessions, role 

plays from which the child develops schema for language and expression. 
 

o  
o Language can be approached by introducing different forms and techniques, 

by reviewing and reflecting, practicing and enhancing the skills through 

various mediums for eg: reflective writing on and off, encouraging joy of 

writing by asking children to write their favorite recipe or for eg: writing 

articles in student handbooks or magazines, student blogs on social networks 

or learning communities based on the level of learners. 
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The Mystical Ocean 

 

Standing on the shore I admire the deep blue world, the 

screaming sun above and the white sand basking in its glory. The 

waves coming and going and breaking its eternal silence and the 

shore as quiet as it could be. 

I stand there in the oneness of the ocean completely lost for 

words. I can feel the bottomlessness of it and the never ending 

vastness that one can ever determine. 

The big Ships embracing the arms of the blue, and dolphins 

racing with these giants. The little boats with their lofts on high, 

ÐÒÏÕÄÌÙ ÓÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÐÌÁÙÓ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÌÁÐȢ "ÅÎÅÁÔÈ is this 

astonishing world of corals and reefs. And then there are men 

diving deep in its heart to unfold its secrets, what a mystical 

world the blue is! 

The magic is unexplained when I see the sun settling down at the 

backdrop, as if the ocean is engulfing it. 

A flock of birds hurrying over to get home. 

The night, all the more calmer than the day, what a splendour it 

is to watch the frosty moon on the tides. 

The infinite ocean, gives me a feeling of how life is unlimited, 

indefinite and ceaseless, something to live for. 

 

 

 

Language Assignment- Creative writing 
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Larger  ecosystem of education:  

Assignment  

Group Chart Presentation- on the issues in Indian Education System 
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